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Summary 

An old tree of Mucuna sempervirens Hemsl. (=M. japonica Nakai, Aira- 
tobikazura in Japanese) is growing in wild at Aira, Kumamoto Prefecture. This 
tree has been treated as the one of the Special Natural Monuments of the nation 
since 1952. Old people in the locality say that it is very rare species and also 
curious with its rarity in flowers. So they believe that whenever it blooms, they 
should accept the flowering as the fetal sign of national accident. However, in 
these several years it has bloomed every spring. They also say that no one can see 
a fruit of this tree. 

Fertilization experiment for this tree was carried out by the authors since 1962. 
Though in 1963 and 1964 being not able to succeed to obtain any fruit, they gained 
in 1962 only one fruit and the other two in 1965. After the tests of several methods 
on the capacity in fruit-bearing, it was confirmed that the artificial pollination was 
most useful. On the fruit obtained in 1962, Ohwi studied and determined it as 
Mucuna sempervirens Hemsl. and on the same one, the authors studied its anatomy 
which was already reported. 

On the one of the fruits obtained in 1965, its gemination test was carried out 
and its leaf bud was observed in June, 1966. It is confirmed that these seeds pro¬ 
duced by artificial pollination had still germinative activity. 
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